RNA October 12, 2009 Minutes

> 

> Meeting was called to order at 7:05 PM by president Nathan Farney.

> Board members present were: Nathan Farney, David Druin, Denise Gorrell, Dorothea VanDuyn, Melinda Palmer, Catherine W, Connie Pilcher, Nancy Fredricks

> Volunteers present: Bonnie LaDoe, Sean Batty, Matthew Hickey

> Neighbors: 25 present

> Minutes for September were read. Dorothea moved for approval, Melinda 2nd.

> Treasurer’s report: We have $7156.63 in the bank.

> Presentation: Healthy Smiles Dental Group

> They want to be involved in the community. On November 4th they are holding an Open House from 4 - 7 PM. They will have a local business stand and encourage art displays. Erica Bea was the representative.

> Presentation: Jeff Cogen County Commissioner for NE Portland

> His focus was on the services provided for vulnerable people in the county. He said the demand has skyrocketed and the funds have been cut. All county employees have taken a pay freeze. The tax on motor vehicle rental has been increased for revenue. He reports there will be budget cuts again next year. 

> Creative ways they have helped the community - 

> Food Bank serves 36,000 families monthly; they have a shortage of fresh foods. County has grown 10000# of food on 3 acres of land at $0 to taxpayers. It has given a way for people in need to give back to the community.

> Another program has been to solarize Multnomah County buildings on the roof tops. We are a national leader in this area. Private companies put on the solar panels and business install them then the county buys back the electricity at a reduced rate from what they are paying PGE. 

> Hacienda CDC - Latino Community - working with Latino women to lift them out of poverty to start small food businesses. They had to put in a commercial kitchen which cost 

> But it allowed the tripling of the number of women who can use it and learn.

> The county is responsible for all the bridges that cross the Willamette River. The Sellwood bridge is rated @ 2 on a scale of 100. It must be replaced. The price tag is $350 millions. All counties are increasing motor vehicle registration fees to help cover the expense.

> 

> CNN update: Catherine Wilson arrived late. They discussed newsletters on line and the need for distribution stands.

> Land Use: Denise G reported. PBOT gave a bike plan presentation. There will be a bike boulevard from N Williams to 42nd and Alberta to 72nd. There will increased signage. Work will begin in January and will finish in July.

> The Portland Plan - they are retooling ideas how to move forward looking at what the neighborhoods want. They also looked at Urban renewal changes.

> International District - no report

> Sidewalks - Connie reported it was time to inspect sidewalks for anything that might make someone fall and to clear away over hanging bushes and trees.

> Foot Patrol - Connie reported on what a foot patrol was and called for more community involvement. Some brochures were handed out to interested parties.

> Election: a slate of nominees was formed Denise Gorrell, Melinda Palmer and David Druin were all up for re-election. Additional board member nominations were sought. Julia Wojciechowski, Jessica Reese and Paul Mooring were added. The slate of nominees were voted on and was accepted unanimously.

> 

> Presentation: Kay Bridge regarding Hollywood Gentlemen’s Club - La Fortuna has applied for a liquor license for Fat Jack's Saloon 3390 NE Sandy Blvd.( a girly club) 90 days after they receive it, they turn it into a strip club. The Realtor advertising the properties are for adult entertainment. It does not fit into community livibility. From OLCC. Her recommendation is for them not to be given a liquor license. Her hope is for us to support the police dept in objecting to this license. Dorothea moved we write a letter objecting. 

> Melinda 2nd. Motion carried. We will also put something on the web site.

> 

> Presentation: Buena Price from US Censes. 2010 Census begins April 10th. She was here for outreach. There are short term jobs and wants the information put in the newsletter. Asked us to partner with them.

> Catherine W. discussed flyer stands for newsletters. After some discussion, we tabled it for later meeting.

> 

> Kay Elmore is the New Friends of Trees representative. Can see information on rosewaytrees@qmail.com. Just sign up. Planting date is March 20th. Sign up by January 18 but sign up early for best tree selection. Cost $45 for street tree and $65 for a yard tree.

> Meeting adjourned at 8:31PM

> Respectfully submitted,

