                                 RNA May 2010 Minutes 
Katherine Jimenez called the May 11th meeting to order at 7:06 PM
One additional person was in attendance: Thomas Wright, President of Portland International District Business Association (PDX-IDBA)
Board members present: Katherine Blevins, David Drouin, Nancy Fredricks, Denise Gorrell, Katherine Jimenez, Paul Mooring, Melinda Palmer, Jessica Reese, Dorothea Van Duyn, Catherine Wilson, Julia Wojciechowski.
Additions to the Agenda: PdxIDBA
Approval of April 2010 minutes: Catherine W. moved and Melinda seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report: Melinda Palmer reported $8315.44 in the bank. 
Current Business:

a. CNN Update:  Nancy reports plans to reduce budget for newsletters; proposed budget for RNA is $1500 for the year. The annual CNN budget will be presented on June 2nd and will not be finalized until approved.  Other information is a $500 non-competitive grant is available to NAs. CNN charges $50/year for online calendar but we opted out of that last year.  Paperwork for Cleanup is due 2 weeks after the event.  82nd Ave has a parade that we should look to get involved with next year.

b. Land Use Update:  Denise reports there are still workshops coming for the Portland Plan, looking at equity & diversity issues.  There is focus on 72nd Ave Park Blocks economic development and the need for volunteers to maintain the Park Blocks.  Denise will research contact person for Paul to call at PDOT to verify what maintenance they provide for 72nd Ave Park Blocks.

c. Main Street Update:  Paul spoke to rep at Main St. Project to let them know we will postpone our involvement until next year as we build relationships in business district.  Thomas said business owners are wary of this plan as it has proven expensive & benefits are not immediate.  It’s an investment that is difficult to undertake with the economy being so hard.

d. Volunteer Recruiting Update:  Melinda said there are more volunteers for newsletter delivery but they tend to live in close proximity.  She’s looking to reorganize the size of certain delivery areas to facilitate the process for volunteers.  Regarding the Neighborhood Cleanup, Denise said there are some empty spots in the afternoon shifts but there are more people to contact.  Paul said the special assistance pick up did not get much response so that will not be happening, freeing up some volunteers for the afternoon.
e. Neighborhood Cleanup Update: David has met with the haulers.  They have mapped the location for bins & hope for a smoother flow for vehicles.  Request made for volunteers to bring shovels, brooms, wheel barrows and work gloves to wear.
f. Garage Sale Update/Plan:  Catherine informed us date for Garage Sale is July 31st.  Coupon will be in newsletter.

g. Newsletter Planning/Article assignment:  

Articles are due June 1st.

Assignments are as follows-

Ice Cream Social; Peggy

Garage Sale; Catherine W.

PdxIDBA International Day Festival- Thomas Wright 

Radon testing; Nate (already written, left out of last newsletter due to space)

Future of 72nd Ave Park Blocks; Denise/Paul

Cleanup summary; David   

National Night Out; Denise 

h. Sandwich Boards Update:  Dorothea said there has not been much progress in the design at this point.  She will work w/ David to come up with appropriate design.

New Business:

a. Cell Tower at Everitt brothers:  Denise said nothing new has been presented in regards to the application process.  
b. Portland International District Business Association:  Thomas Wright, president of the PdxIDBA apprised us of the organization’s name has been changed to include “business.”  They have been having issues accessing their webpage through our website so they are creating an independent website.  International Day Festival is July 10th.  They are looking for volunteers and entertainers.  The district for their businesses is hampered by the size & needs a focal point.  Their goal is to make the Park Blocks that focal point.  Work has been going on to increase dues paying memberships.  The economy has made this difficult as some businesses are closing down.  Regarding the International Day Festival, they would like RNA to be a co-sponsor of the event.  It was determined that RNA will approach this topic at June meeting.  In the meantime, Thomas requested a letter of support for the Festival.  Denise moved that we acknowledge the PdxIDBA’s Festival on July 10th.  Nancy F. seconded.  Motion carried.  Dorothea will write letter.

Old Business: 

a. Roseway sign: no news.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Dorothea Van Duyn.
