                                 RNA Feb 2010 Minutes 

President Nathan Farney called the February 9th meeting to order at 

7:02 PM.

16 people were in attendance. Guests were Eric Eiseman, Rosemary McGrath, Sally Heppner, Bob Price and Peggy Glascock.

Board members present: David Drouin,  Nathan Farney, Nancy Fredricks, Denise Gorrell, Katherine Jimenez, Paul Mooring, Melinda Palmer, Connie Pilcher,  Catherine Wilson, Tyler Whitmire and Julia Wojciechowski.  

Volunteers present: Bonnie La Doe

Additions to the Agenda:


Roseway Heights Science Fair


Portland Plan


City Budget

Approval of January minutes: Tyler moved and Melinda seconded.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report: Melinda Palmer reported $8643.29 in the bank.

Current Business

CNN Update: Catherine W. and Nancy F. attended.  Catherine reported IRS requires neighborhood associations to turn in bank statements, minutes, attendance monthly as far back as last July. RNA is in compliance except for the bank statements which Melinda will furnish.  Items CNN discussed were: RNA Clean Up is scheduled for May 15. The Avenue of Roses Parade will be March 23. There will be a film “Full Signal” at the Hollywood 

Theater on February 21 regarding cell towers. Hollywood Neighborhood is doing their newsletter on line completely. The $25,000 Planning Small Grants Program 2010 proposals/applications are due to the Office of Planning and Sustainability by March 1.  Catherine has application.  Also discussed were  Graffiti Abatement workshop will be March 13th.   There will be a Personal Safety Training beginning February 16th. March 23rd will be the Candidate Fair at the Methodist Church at 58th and Alameda. CNN voted to support the 2030 Portland Bike Plan.  She sent around a brochure for Rid Portland Dumping Illegally and passed out the Portland Survey form and encouraged everyone to complete it.

Nancy F. advised about the solarize Portland plan by Solar NE. They are looking for houses to install on and group of homes can receive a discount. She also reported Roseway Heights auction will be February 27th.

Paul M. informed us of the Clean Energy Works Program for those who are planning on updating the energy efficiency of their home built before 1993, then the construction costs could be added to your monthly energy bill as a low cost loan.  This would only be available for up to 500 possible candidates.  This would be paid for from the US Stimulus Package rather than paying upfront for construction and then paid off monthly. 

Land Use update: Julia W. and Denise G. attended.  Julia reported they discussed several of the events listed in CNN report. She reported Sullivan's Gulch area wants a bike path and wants area representatives.  The Bike Plan was discussed. She reported May 6th was the Regional Planning deadline.

Friends of Trees: Kay reported through email to Nathan that March 8th is the purchase deadline for tree selection and planting will be on March 20th.  Our area has great participation with many new trees planned.

Main Street Update: Tyler updated that the National program is very successful in revitalizing Main Street.  Portland reached out to the National Program. It plans out how to raise funds, architecture re-creation and is very successful. Timeline is 3 to 5 years. Portland will match any funds raised.  Portland will select 4 areas this year. Requirements are: letter of intent must be submitted by February 19. Fill out the application by May 7 and must have at least 13 people committed to work on project. At that time it must have letters of intent to donate in the amount of $30,000 – no big donors.  If selected need additional letters for $20,000 more. Then they match. After discussion it was decided the businesses must be on board for project to be successful. Tyler will talk with five businesses.  Julia could talk with some and Paul could also. Tyler moved to write letter of intent, Catherine W. 2nd. Motion carried.  Paul will write letter

Neighborhood Clean Up is scheduled for May 15.  David D. reported AGG will do 11 boxes for $1265. Need to have additional $20/ton for yard debris. Any metal collected must have a certificate. The Nazarene Church is on board to host the event.  Jane R. is helping out again this year.  The biggest challenge we face is need for volunteers. Last year we had 40 and it was not enough. One new idea was to have a senior pick up for shut in or those who cannot come. Paul M. volunteered to head the senior pick up. Denise volunteered to be the coordinator for workers and Tyler volunteered to host the after party.  David suggested we advertise a community project for the money collected at the clean up.  Need suggestions.

Guest Speaker: Sally Heppner: informed RNA of the Siskiyou Passage Project.  It will be completed in 3 phases.  1st phase – start small and get community involved.  Need RNA for support and contacts.  It was suggested to use CNN as insurance agent. A proposal handout with drawings and the explanation of the three phases was passed out.

Guest Speaker: Peggy Glascock, Portland Parks and Recreation Maintenance Supervisor passed out Park Lease Laws and areas of off leach.

Wellington Park is not off leash.  She spoke of the possibility of a Bond issue for projects but the decision has not been made yet.  If there are improvements needed for area parks, it needs to be suggested and then will be considered.  Wellington Park needs more benches as well as more lighting.  These items are possible and will be considered.

April Newsletter Articles: are due March 1st.  Check the list submitted in January minutes.

Sandwich board updates: item to be tabled and discussed at March meeting.

Roseway Heights Science Fair: is Thursday April 8 in the large gym.  The need volunteer help.  Contact Amelia@palmerhansen.com.

City Budget: Tyler reported that three sessions are scheduled for citizen input. An email will be forthcoming with the particulars.

Skinny Houses Amicus Brief: RNA voted to join as a NA on the amicus brief in support of the LUBA appeal being filed by neighbors in Concordia disturbed about code violations of one builder. 

Old Business

Roseway sign: item tabled until next meeting.

Meeting adjourned 8:34 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Connie Pilcher

RNA Secretary

